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Reactions from IASIR

• http://www.iasir.org/

•Doug Rehman - http://www.electronicdiscovery.com
•
• Jody Westby - http://www.globalcyberrisk.com

•Mark Pollitt- National Center for Forensic Science – http://www.ncfs.org

•There were 28+ States there.  NC had the largest showing, so I imagine in January 
we will find out what they thought, since that NC bill is back on the table when their 
legislation goes back on, if they are not already back in session?? 
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AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

ADOPTED BY THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES
AUGUST 11-12, 2008
RECOMMENDATION:
RESOLVED, That the American Bar Association urges State, local 
and territorial legislatures, State regulatory agencies, and other relevant 
government agencies or entities, to refrain from requiring private 
investigator licenses for persons engaged in: 
computer or digital forensic services or in the acquisition, review, or 
analysis of digital or computer-based information, whether for 
purposes of obtaining or furnishing information for evidentiary or 
other purposes, or for providing expert testimony before a court; or
network or system vulnerability testing, including network scans and 
risk assessment and analysis of computers connected to a network. 

****NOT LEGAL ADVICE****



AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

ADOPTED BY THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES
AUGUST 11-12, 2008
FURTHER RESOLVED, That the American Bar Association 
supports efforts to establish professional certification or 
competency requirements for such activities based upon the 
current state of technology and science. 
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Scott Moulton

They tried to remove me from the court and allowed my testimony. That was after 
they passed the felony in Georgia, before I helped get it vetoed. I was told if I had 
not gotten in Vetoed before July 1st when it went into effect that "someone" was 
going to arrest me for the felony if I was still practicing forensic on July 1st.  So it 
was allowed that I testified even though "they claimed" it was a misdemeanor.  

I was arrested for Portscanning in 2000 in a different case. I was working at a 911 
center and portscanned the ISP for the Sheriff's office connected to the 911 center 
and the ISP called the GBI and had me arrested, and it cost me $100 grand to defend
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OPINIONS?

Opinions people have expressed:
..regulation is needed.. It gets rid of the rift raft that 
hangs out a sign
..worst computer guy working on their case over a PI 
and generally believe the PI is not qualified.
..this is a field of science and computer science does 
not belong under the PI wing.
..But a lot more people just think it does not apply to 
them; Forensic Handwriting Experts, or Question 
Document Examiners.
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Introduction to Digital 
Forensics and the PI Issue

• GA
• TX
• MI
• SC

****NOT LEGAL ADVICE****



RECENT EVENTS IN MICHIGAN
Michigan passed the “Professional Investigator Licensure Act” 
on May 28th 2008.

I makes it a felony to practice computer forensics without a 
license going into effect:

“This act is ordered to take immediate effect.”

Penalty for the crime of computer forensics:
(3) A person violating this section is guilty of a felony punishable by 
imprisonment for not more than 4 years or by a penal fine of not 
more than $5,000.00, or both.
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Introduction to Digital 
Forensics and the PI Issue

PI license – The Reciprocity Disadvantage
Provisions of the Reciprocity Agreements
An investigator may conduct business outside his or her home state only under the 
circumstances indicated below. 

-The investigation must be initiated in the investigator's home state. 
-The investigator may spend no more than 30 days Per Case while conducting 
an investigation in another state. (Note the exceptions below!) 
-The investigator is prohibited from soliciting business while in another state 
and from establishing a business or setting up residence while conducting an 
investigation in that state. 
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Introduction to Digital 
Forensics and the PI Issue

List of Reciprocity States
The following states have mutually agreed to recognize the right of private 
investigators to conduct interstate business:
California
Georgia
Louisiana
North Carolina
Oklahoma
Tennessee*
Virginia
http://licgweb.doacs.state.fl.us/investigations/reciprocity.html
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What you can do to help!!

• Be Proactive – Help yourself!! 
• ACT FAST!!
•ACT FIRST!!
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Questions??

Thank you for your attention!
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